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REF:  A.  08  KOLKATA  357 
IB.  08  KOLKATA  354 

IQ.  (U)  On  January  2 the  Indian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  confirmed 
the  presence  of  H5N1  virus  in  poultry  in  two  non-contiguous 
administrative  blocks  of  Darjeeling,  a district  in  northern  West 
Bengal.  Avian  influenza  (AI)  was  confirmed  in  Matigara  in 
southern  Darjeeling  and  Tukdah  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
district.  These  blocks  are  located  approximately  40  km  from  one 
another.  The  principal  secretary  with  the  government  of  West 
Bengal 1 s Animal  Resources  Development  Department  told  post  that 
it  has  culled  1700  birds  in  Tukdah  and  plans  to  cull  22,000 
birds  in  Matigara  by  January  7 . There  have  been  no  registered 
cases  of  human  infection. 

Comment 

V2 . (SBU)  Since  November  2008  there  have  been  three  confirmed 
epicenters  in  West  Bengal  (see  reftels),  in  addition  to  the 
seventeen  in  the  neighboring  Indian  state  of  Assam  and  seven  in 
the  neighboring  country  of  Bangladesh.  There  is  no  proven 
linkage  between  the  outbreaks  in  this  region  as  of  now,  although 
geographically  they  are  concentrated  in  the  transborder  areas 
surrounding  the  northwestern  part  of  Bangladesh.  The  size  and 
scale  of  the  current  AI  outbreak  in  West  Bengal  remains  limited 
when  compared  with  the  outbreak  in  2008  and  state  government 
officials  are  more  confident  in  their  abilities  to  contain  the 
outbreak.  The  geographic  concentration  of  AI  in  a swath 
extending  from  western  Assam  across  northwestern  Bangladesh  into 
northern  West  Bengal  is  worth  examining. 
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